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Sometime ago, I heard a speaker ask the ques-
tion, “Is there a turning point in your life when, 
looking back, you can clearly see the hand of 
God working?”  Like many of us, I did some 
very short thinking about the subject, couldn’t 
come up with a definite remembrance, and 
moved on to another subject. 
 
I couple of days ago, I was reminiscing about 
an experience I had while awaiting orders to 
report for duty in the USAF.  After remembering 
the incident, I suddenly realized that was THE 
turning or pivotal point of my life.  It was not 
spiritual, but as I look back, God was clearly 
watching over me to ensure I pursued the path 
He wanted me on.  Here’s a brief account of 
what happened:  I had just graduated from the 
University of Minnesota and Air Force ROTC.  I 
had also gotten married and was living at our 
lake home on Plantagenet.  I was out mowing 
the yard and pulled the lawnmower on top of 
my foot.  Fortunately, the only injury I received 
was an extremely bruised foot and toes.  Noth-
ing cut off, but the sneaker I was wearing was 
shredded to bits.  Here’s what make this the tur-
ing point:  If my toes had been cut off or my foot 
badly damaged, my Air Force career wouldn’t 
have happened and I’m not sure where my life 
would have ended up. 
 
Now, as I look back over 51 years ago, I can 
see how my career unfolded and can see the 
points where God’s presence was made known 
to me in my life.  I can see now why He placed 
me in certain positions that carried out His will 
toward peace.  The culmination of which was 
convincing the Commander of the North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Command (a Four Star 
General)  to remove 254 nuclear tipped rockets 
from the inventory. We “recycled” the plutonium 
from the warheads and they now provide elec-

tricity to homes throughout the country.  I 
can assure you this was no small task for a 
Captain!  I firmly believe God had his hand 
on the entire process. 
 
Looking further at the timeline of my life, I 
see events, jobs, and relationships in which 
I can see God’s hand in guiding me and 
leading me. Events and life experiences that 
provided the foundation for the work I do to-
day.  God was preparing me for the ultimate 
job; ministry.  It seems many of the experi-
ences I have had in my life all contribute to 
the ministry and serving others. 
 
While the question asked about turning 
points certainly applies to individuals, I ask if 
it can also apply to organizations including-
churches and specifically First Presbyterian.  
So the question now becomes, “Is there a 
turning point (or points) in the life of First 
Presbyterian where we can clearly see the 
hand of God at work?”  I think this is a good 
exercise to remind all of us of the calling of 
this church.  One of those callings is to 
“provide a Traditional Presbyterian Church 
experience in the City of Bemidji.”  I am sure 
there are other callings for our church.   But 
while other main line churches are closing, 
we need to keep our callings in mind.  In our 
Presbytery, there are a few congregations, 
once very large and thriving, that are now 
voting to close their doors.  I ask, “Is there a 
specified ‘life-cycle’ to a church?”  Is there a 
“trigger-event” that leads to closing rather 
than growth?  Does God tells us when it is 
time to close the doors?  We must always 
remember, this church is God’s church and 
He is in total control of our “life-cycle.”  God 
will give us all the help we need if we will 
ask Him. 
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We have many long time members of our 
church.  Many can provide the pivotal points to 
which I am referring.  Some are exciting signs of 
God’s help in growth.  Still others, however, are 
signs of human confusion with the Word of God 
which resulted in some sad times.  The sad 
times can result in members leaving and our 
membership shrinking. 
 
Instead of referring to a “life-cycle” of a church, I 
think it better to notice the ebbing and flowing of 
the life of the church.  Sometimes, it is full of 
members of all age groups.  Sometimes it is 
comprised of older members who, somehow, are 
able to communication with younger members 
about the importance of weekly attendance, par-
ticipation and support of the life of the church, 
involvement in the community through outreach, 
etc.  Older members are very good at greeting 
and sharing the love of Christ to young and old 
alike.  But there is a word of caution here.  We 
must be careful not to live too much in the past.  
Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, in here book entitled 
“Rule of Benedict:  Insight for the Ages” makes 
this comment that is important for all churches 
today.  Paraphrasing, she says “if we life in the 
past (focus on the past) the door to the future 
remains closed. 
 
Let’s all of us keep active in the life and cycle of 
this church by remembering what is good about 
the past and what God has done.  But we must 
also focus on what God is up to in the future as 
He leads us in His direction. Given our great ex-
pertise and experience, focusing on the future is 
not quite so daunting. 
 
Chip 

 

 

 

 

Dona Mae Naylor 

Turns 100 years old on October 9th.  

Since she can’t come to us, let’s go to 
her via birthday cards:  

Her address is: 

Neilson Place 

213 Huckelberry 

1000 Anne Street 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

Ray Hamblin 

Has moved to a rehab facility in Fargo: 

His address is: 

Sanford PAM Health Rehabilitation Hospital  

4671 38th Street South, Rm 216 

Fargo, ND 58104 



 This is for all our volunteers that help 
us keep the church working. The head 
ushers, the liturgists, the ushers, the 

greeters, the kitchen crew, the decora-
tors, the session, the counters, those 
who fill candles, those who set up and 

serve communion and any one else 
we may have forgotten.  

We appreciate you more than you 
know.  

You keep us on track, help motivate 
us, give us hand when we need it, 
keep us moving to serve you the 

congregation.  

THANK YOU AND A BIG 
HUG TO YOU ALL.  

It seems We have come to the end of our 
Peek into the congregation.  If you have not 
sent in your bio’s  and would still like to par-
ticipate, please feel free to do so.  We would 
love to hear from you. 

We give a shout out to thank those of you 
who participated. 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 8-31-2022 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income   $  9680.03 
           Total Expenses        $  9607.38 
           Net Income              $      72.65 

Thank you for supporting our church 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Aug 21 23 
Aug 28 28 
Sept 4  26 
Sept 11 32 
Sept 18 29 

October Head Usher:  Gloria Phelps 
     Liturgist    Greeter 
October 2         Ken Paulson 
October 9    Ruth Andersen   Linnea Mostad 
October 16    Betty Hanson-Lehman  Barb McGregor 
October 23    Dianne Roholt   Gini Sande 
October 30    Linda Wagner   Carla Erickson 

1      Joyce Ackerman 

9      Dona Mae Naylor 

15     Ken Paulson 

Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday,  October 20  
Please call Dianne Roholt directly at 444-2859 for your reservations! 

                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   
            All are welcome! 

At 
5:30 

Keith’s Pizza South 

If we have left off your birthday, please let the office know, 444-5016 

Serving  Communion: Duane & Mary Hayes  Kitchen:     Brenda Miller 
Setting up Communion: Duane & Mary Hayes 
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Bemidji Wolfe Center 

Also known as the Nameless Coalition for the 
Homeless 

A nighttime shelter for chronic homeless people 
struggling with chemical dependency.  Able to 
house 16 people during the winter months. 
Serving single adults 18+ years old, male or fe-
male.  Showers and laundry facilities are avail-
able on site. Clients CAN be intoxicated upon 
arrival. Hours of access: 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.  

We are a 501(c)(3) & operate a nighttime shelter for 
chronic, homeless inebriates in Bemidji. Donations 
can be sent to P.O. Box 353, Bemidji, MN 56619 

The Nameless Coalition - Stopgap Committee 
has been tasked with procuring safe, warm 
shelter for chronic, inebriate homeless individu-
als who presently do not have adequate sleep-
ing arrangements. This group is actively seek-
ing funding, non-profit status and housing.  

 
 

 
 Disability Hub MN: 866-333-2466. Talk to 
an expert about people with disabilities 
 
 Veterans Linkage Line™: 888-546-5838 

 Specialists are also available by phone: 
Senior LinkAge Line®: 800-333-2433. Talk to 
an expert about persons 60 and older 

 MinnesotaHelp.info is a wonderful resource 
for people in need.  

 

 

NOT SURE WHAT YOU NEED? 
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First Presbyterian Church       APPROVED:  9-20-22             
     
Bemidji, MN 
August 16, 2022 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the session of First 
Presbyterian Church was held in the Conference 
Room on August 16, 2022, at 1:00 pm.  The meeting 
was opened with prayer by Moderator, Pastor Chip 
Holt.  
 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A QUORUM: 

Cheryl Hiltz, Linnea Mostad, Terri Murray, and 
Gloria Phelps.  

 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA - MSP to approve  
 
MEETING MINUTES - MSP to approve the minutes 

from the July Session meeting.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE   

Notification of $1500 grant received 
from the Northwest Minnesota 
Foundation to be used for General 
Operations 

 
CLERK’S REPORT  
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, Clerk’s Re-
port - August 16, 2022 
Weddings: None  
Baptisms: None 
Deaths: 0  
New Members: None 
Return to Active Membership: None 
Request Transfer of Membership: None 
Removed from Membership Roll: 0  
Communion: August 7, 2022: 29 served 
Membership as of August 16, 2022: 68 
Sunday Worship Attendance:  

 
 
 
 

July 24th: 30 July 31st: 
26 

August 7th: 
29 

August 14th: 28 

FINANCIAL REPORT - Finances from July were re-
viewed.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Administration/Personnel Chairperson: 
Donna Dickinson; no report 

Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: Terri 
Murray; received one estimate for 
landscaping the front of the church, 
waiting for a 2nd estimate; new vac-
uum purchased 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz; no report 

Adult & Christian Education Chairperson: 
Linnea Mostad reported the next 
Seekers class would be 12 sessions 
titled “Christianity in the U.S.” 

Outreach Chairperson: Linnea Mostad 
reported that First Presbyterians 
served at the Bemidji Food Shelf the 
4th Friday in July; having difficulty find-
ing volunteers for Meals on Wheels; 
still trying to resolve scheduling con-
flicts with Bemidji Food Shelf 

Worship & Music Chairperson: Gloria 
Phelps; Linda Wagner will sing at the 
August 28th service; Gospel Acclama-
tion will change starting in September 

 
OTHER BUSINESS  

Computer Committee: Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz; no report 

Kitchen Fellowship Committee: Session 
Contact Person: Cheryl Hiltz; no re-
port 

Nominating Committee: Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz; No report 

 
New BUSINESS  

Vacation Request from Shirlee – MSP to 
approve August 24th, 25th as vacation 
for Shirlee.  Volunteers will staff the 
church office during this time. 
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Request by PEO Chapter to use the Fellowship Hall on October 6th, November 17th, March 2nd and 
April 20th.  MSP 

 

Next Meeting:  September 20th at 1:00 pm. in the conference room.  Chip will moderate.  
 

MSP to adjourn with prayer at 2:10 pm. 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Libby Underhill 
Clerk of Session 

 
OUR SHIP 

 
They say a church is like a ship 

If that is really true; 
Then God is our captain 

And we are but just his crew. 
 

Our ship is our only haven 
From life’s stormy sea; 

And it should be filled with love and caring 
That comes from you and me. 

 
Our might ship is powered 
Mostly by love and prayer; 

And every member young and old 
Must all do their own share. 

 
Our biggest job is  

To keep our ship afloat; 
And treat her like a mighty vessel 

Not a rusty boat. 
 

Our ship will from time to time 
Run into stormy weather; 

But we can keep it safe and sound 
If we all work and pray together. 

 
The whole crew should listen 

To what our captain has to say; 
We should keep an opened heart and mind 

Each time we start to pray. 
 

Our captain will not 
Desert our ship 

So why should you and I; 
We can battle any storm 

If we all really try. 
                                                                                                                             

        By Gloria Aylesworth 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
      1 

2 
 
Pastor Chip 
Communion 
Fellowship 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

4 5 
 12pm-Seekers 
 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

6 7 8 

9 
 
Pastor Chip 

10 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

11 
 
 

12 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

13 
(Chip gone) 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
Dwight Calvig 
fellowship 

17 
 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

18 
 
1:00 pm 
Session Mtg.  

19 
 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

20 
 
 
5:30pm Supper 
Club At Keith’s 
Pizzas South 

21 22 

23 
 
Duane 
Geisler 

24 
 
 
 
7pm Scouts 

25 26 
 
12pm-Seekers 
 
 
6:30 Calvary 
Chapel 

27 28 29 

30 
Pastor Chip 

31      

  Sundays 
  10:00 am 
   Worship                  

11:00am 
   Fellowship 

 

First Presbyterian Church,  
501 Minnesota Ave NW,  Bemidji, MN 56601 

218-444-5016 
Email:  presbji@paulbunyan.net 

Website: Firstpresbji.com 


