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Chip’s  
Chatter 

In my numerous years of traveling, I never 
failed to gain some meaning from nature.  It of-
tentimes gave me insight into some aspect of 
life.  This was the case a few days ago as I 
crisscrossed the Red River Valley in both Min-
nesota and North Dakota.  I took a great deal of 
notice of the farming industry and the emerging 
crops in the fields. 
 
On Sunday June 13th, we had the opportunity to 
discuss two of Jesus’s parables contained in 
Mark 4: 26-34.  Both parables addressed the 
subject of seeds and growing plants.  Here, be-
fore my eyes was a great illustration of what Je-
sus taught in those two parables. 
 
One of the most basic points regarding seeds is 
in the science.  We can plant seeds.  We can 
water seeds.  We can fertilize seeds.  But we 
can’t make them grow.  You see humankind 
has not yet figured out what makes the seeds 
germinate.  That is the work of the seed.  It is a 
life-force intrinsic to the seed.  It is a life-force 
that is put there by God.  The seed has the se-
cret of life and growth within itself. Because the 
life-force comes from God, it has power.  The 
power in the seed has the ability to crack open 
rocks to allow a tree to grow.  It has the power 
to penetrate the asphalt in our driveways. 
 
Today’s farming was become technologically 
advanced.  When the farmer prepares the field 
in the spring, he notices areas of extremely 

good soil and areas of soil needing a little 
help.  When the farmer begins to plant using 
new, technologically advanced machinery, 
that drives itself and is guided by GPS; sat-
ellites in space!   When the farmer gets to 
the end of the row, the machinery turns 
around, lines itself up for the second row, 
and spaces it an exact distance from the 
previous row.  Why you ask?  So that at the 
harvest, the combine is perfectly aligned to 
bring in the crop quickly and evenly. 
 
Drones are now being used to assess the 
growth in the fields.  They fly over the area 
and are capable to determining what areas 
of the field are doing well and what areas 
are not.  This information is brought back 
and entered into a computer.  The computer 
is taken on the machinery that does the fer-
tilizing.  As machinery passes through the 
field, it automatically adjusts the fertilizer to 
treat the area need special attention. 
 
Crop dusters today use GPS as they make 
their passes.  In the old days, a person 
would stand at the edge of the field holding 
a flag to mark the edge of the spraying pass.  
After the plane had passed, they would 
move down field and set up for another 
pass.  Then a system was used that in-
volved dropping a biodegradable piece of 
paper to mark each pass.  And now, today, 
a GPS does the same thing with the benefit 



PAGE 2 

 

F i rs t  Church News  Chips Chatter-continued 

of no overlap and the proper amount of 
chemical is evenly distributed. 
 
The farmer then monitors growth, but not nec-
essarily day to day.  Time must be given to 
allow the seed to grow.  And, when the time is 
right, the harvest begins.  Because the farmer 
had planned for the harvest throughout the 
growing cycle, the harvest was quick and 
hopefully plentiful.  But, with all this technol-
ogy, scientists still do not know what caused 
the “spark” to begin. 
 
So why are these observations so remindful 
of Jesus’ parables?  Because Jesus is de-
scribing the growth of our faith, beginning with 
the planting of the seed.  Like the seed, no 
one knows how life really begins.  Behind all 
things is God and the power and will of God. 
 
Notice the sequence: 
The soil is prepared – The Holy Spirit begins 
to knock at the door of our hearts. 
The seed is planted – We are baptized. 
The seed is nurtured – Whether it receives 
water or not, it will still grow. (Think of valleys 
and  fields.  Some form of plants survive even 
during a drought.) 
The growth is noticed – When we look back 
on our lives, we can see our own spiritual 
growth 
The harvest begins – When the time is right, 
God will harvest his church and our own  
preparation is essential just as it is for the 
farmer. 
 
Now let’s notice the lifestyle of the farmer:  
The farmer studies and looks for better farm-
ing methods – We study the Word of God. 
The farmer is patient – From scripture and 
prophecy, we know how things will progress 
and  wait for it patiently. 
 

The farmer is hopeful – We have hope for our 
lives through Jesus Christ. 
The farmer is prepared for the harvest – We 
stay prepared through our relationship with 
Jesus. 
The farmer is a great example to the world – 
We strive to be an example of Jesus to the 
world. 
 
My hope for us is simply to notice things 
around us.  From the beautiful life-giving wa-
ter in our lakes, to the tall trees that provide 
shade and nests for the birds of the air, to the 
open and sometimes dry fields that still have 
some form of plant growing, and finally to the 
farmer’s fields.  They all represent the spark 
of life given by God. Just as we are given that 
same spark. 
 
We are currently experiencing a severe 
drought.  It is dry yet farmers continue to plant 
and to move forward.  So it is with us.  We 
sometimes experience a dry period in our 
spiritual lives.  Sometimes we experience 
something called COVID that creates a 
drought in our faith journey.  But, like the 
farmer we move forward, patiently, hopefully, 
and preparing for the harvest to come.  
Sounds like the perfect way to live!  Let’s 
move forward under the power of the seed 
that has been planted in us. 
 

 

Blessings,  
Chip 
 



Page 3 

Gloria Phelps-Worship 
I was born in Brainerd and lived there until I 
was 6 years old. I lived in my home which 
was where the current parking lot is next door 
to the church. That is when I started attend-
ing First Presbyterian church. I was baptized 
Presbyterian in Crosby. I went to the Lab 
school at BSU from 2nd—9th grade. Went to 
college at BSU. Met my husband Don when 
he came home from the service and we were 
married in 1958. We had 2 children, a boy 
(who passed away in 2014) and a girl. My 
husband passed away in 2008.   
I taught kindergarten and first grade for 30 
years. We started to go to Hawaii in the win-
ter in 1977 and I continue to go to this day.  

Cheryl Hiltz-Treasurer 
I was born in Bemidji. Went to Bemidji 
schools. Moved to California and went to 
college in San Louis Obispo. Bob res-
cued me from my life in the wild west. 
Bob and I moved back to Bemidji and 
married, March, 1964. I worked at the 
Bemidji Telephone company. Bob had a 
gas station, Bob’s Deep Rock and I did 
the books for him. I have 3 children, 2 
girls and 1 boy.  In 1980 I went to work 
for Bi-Cap as their financial director.  Bob 
and I have 7 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren.  
When asked what she valued most, she 
answered: my family and my heart be-
longs to those that are  lacking basic 
needs such as food, clothing and hous-
ing,  

Linnea Mostad-Christian Education 
I am a home town gal, born in Grandma Wal-
bergs home by Dr. McCann. Have always been a 
member of First Presbyterian Church. 
Went to grade school/high school here. Married 
my husband Mike 6 days after my college 
graduation . We moved to Hibbing where Mike 
got his first job. I enjoyed my time with my 
daughter, Kristin. When Kristin went to school, I 
got my first teaching job at Solway schools. I was 
there for 2 years but wanted something closer to 
home. Worked at the high school in Bemidji  as 
an “Educational assistant in Learning Disabili-
ties”. 
After my son Ray was born I did not teach until 
my son went to kindergarten. I had to go back to 
school myself and get accredited to teach and at 
that time there were no full time jobs available so 
was a substitute for 5 years. My full time job was 
back at Solway. I was the first kindergarten 
teacher in the new school, left there and went to 
Paul Bunyan Elementary school until it closed 15 
yrs later and taught my last 3 years at Lincoln.  

Palmer Berg-Buildings and Grounds 
I was born right here in Bemidji. I am the 
oldest member of First Presbyterian 
Church.  
I went to the Bemidji Schools and went to 
BSU for about 2 years. I worked at the 
Bemidji Pioneer for 17 years and had 
Scherling studio’s for 25 or so years.  
I was one the original members of the 
Bemidji Patrol for 25 years. I do a lot of 
volunteering for the church, and belong to 
the KEMSHRINE Drum and Bugle Corp.  
I had 4 children but 2 were killed in a car 
accident  in 1970. One daughter works at 
the Fringe Beauty shop in the mall and 
my son and his wife are both pastors on 
the Island of Honolulu.  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 5-31-2021 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income   $   8,861.35 
           Total Expenses     $   8,472.41 
  Net Income         $      388.94 

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
May 23   =   36 
May 30   =   37 
June 6     =   32 
June 13   =   29 
June 20   =   24 
 

                              

Head Usher   Gloria Phelps  

    Liturgist    Greeter 
July 4    Libby Underhill   Brenda Miller 
July 11   Bill Beck    Linnea Mostad 
July 18   Dianne Roholt   Kathy Burger 
July 25   Mary Hayes    Carla Erickson 

15      Doug Cronemiller 
27      Linnea Mostad 
30      Jon Langhout 

Supper Club will be meeting on Thursday, July 15 at 5:30  
Please sign up at the church office: by email presbji@paulbunyan.net–or–by phone; 

444-5016 or call Dianne Roholt at 444-2859 
                    This is an evening full of joy, laughter and good food.   

            All are welcome! 

The Cove @ Ruttgers 
7598 Bemidji Rd NE 

                                                                                    Summer Office Hours 

                                                    Tue, Wed, Thurs. 10am—2pm 
                                            Monday and Friday by appointment only   
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July Benevelance 
Bemidji Northwoods Caregivers 
 

All services provided by North-
woods Caregivers are covered by 
the Homecare Bill of Rights  

 

Connecting, Enriching, and Empowering 
the Lives of Northwoods Individuals and 
Families is the mission of Northwoods 
Caregivers. This mission defines all of the 
services we provide to our clients and their 
families. 

Northwoods Caregivers are made up of 
people from all walks of life working closely 
with clients and their families providing 
crucial services such as respite care, trans-
portation and shopping assistance, to 
name only a few. 

Do you have a neighbor or loved one that may 
be ill or could just use some extra help around 
the house? Rather than sending flowers, con-
sider giving them a “Gift of Service!” Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity could enable 
their independence and help them remain in 
their own home. 

Services available to give as gifts: 

1 hour of Respite Care ($21.68): 
Services are provided by one of our qualified 
and compassionate Respite Providers who are 
at minimum, Certified Nursing Assistants. This 
gives the Primary Caregiver a chance to take a 
much-needed break away from the stresses a 
caregiving role can bring on. 

1 hour of Shopping Assistance ($18.44): 
Shopping Assistance services are provided by 
one of our experienced and kindhearted Care-
givers. They are available to provide the client 
with transportation to the grocery store or can 
simply pick up the items and deliver them to 
the home. 

1 hour of Homemaking ($18.44): 
Services are provided by our skilled and caring 
Homemakers to those in need of assistance 
with daily household duties (laundry, cleaning, 
cooking, etc). 
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We are asking for all members of 
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji to 
pay their per capita for this year.  It 
is the same as last year which was 
$32.00.  All members of PC(USA) pay 
a per capita.  

FOOD SHELF ANNOUNCEMENT 
     I am pleased to announce that First Presbyte-
rian will have a Food Shelf crew ready and willing 
to work beginning the 4th Friday in August and 
each 4th Friday thereafter.  Be expecting a call 
from me!  I do appreciate your willingness to help 
the less fortunate.  
Gratefully,  Linnea Mostad 

 

 

 

What 
would you like to see in your 
newsletter? 

I would like to thank each and everyone who 
helped with meals on wheels this week.  It is so 
nice when our church members come up and 
ask if they can help or if you ask them if they 
can help and they say yes, as it makes my job 
easier.  Doing meals on wheels is a very re-
warding volunteer time.  We would like to thank 
the members that helped this past week:  Glo-
ria Phelps,  Carol Edwards, Ken Paulson, 
Palmer Berg, and Joe Dunn.  Thanks again to 
all of you.  Joan Forbes 

First Presbyterian Church                                       
      
Bemidji, MN 
June 15, 2021 
 
The monthly stated meeting of the 
session of First Presbyterian Church 
was held in the church fellowship 
hall on June 15 at 1:04 pm.   The 
meeting was opened with a reading 
and prayerby Moderator Pastor Chip 
Holt.  

 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A 

QUORUM:  Palmer Berg, Libby Un-
derhill, Cheryl Hiltz,  

ELDERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: 
Donna Dickinson, Gloria Phelps, 
Linnea Mostad 

OTHERS PRESENT: Clerk of Session 
Mary Hayes 

 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDAMSP ap-

proved to adopt the agenda with 
the addition of Key Chart. 

 
MEETING MINUTESMSP  to approve 

the minutes from the May session 
meeting. 

Note of action after May, 2021 ses-
sion meeting: Session gave infor-
mal approval via telephone and 
email on May 22:A couple re-
quested to use our church for a 
weather 2nd backup for their  

 

Those of you that are thinking about bringing 
flowers for our church service, please contact 
Gloria at 308-1113. We appreciate you. Many 
thanks.  
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wedding. Chip spoke met with the wed-
ding organizer on May 24. They have 
received the price list as contained 
in the MOO and have no objections.  
The date of the wedding is July 30, 
2021 

.   
CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter of request for Talking Bibles 
for Sudan was received.  Libby 
will investigate the legitimacy of 
the requesting organization.  An 
informal phone call for approval by 
session members may follow. 

Patricia Naegel requested the use of 
the church on Saturday, June 19 
for an open house honoring her de-
ceased son.  MSP to approve the 
request with the usual non mem-
ber fee of $850.  No kitchen ser-
vice will be provided. 

 
CLERK’S REPORT was reviewed. 

First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, 
MN, Clerk’s Report   June 15,   2021 

Weddings:  none 
Baptisms: none 
Deaths: none. 
New Members: none 
Return to Active Membership: 

none 
Request Transfer of Membership: 

none 
Removed from Membership Roll: none 
Communion: June 6:       32 served 

  
 Membership as of  June 15,  2021 :    70 
Sunday Worship Attendance   May 23- 36; 

May 30- 37; June 6- 32; June 13- 29 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT Finances from May 
were not yet available. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration/Personnel Chairper-

son: Donna Dickinson No report 
Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: 

Palmer Berg The large front win-
dows of the CE wing will be re-
caulked. 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz No report 

Adult & Christian Education Chairper-
son: Linnea Mostad No report. 

Outreach Chairperson: Libby Underhill 
No report 

Worship & Music Chairperson: Gloria 
Phelps No report.   

Computer Chairperson: Cheryl Hiltz 
No report 

Kitchen Session Contact Person: 
Cheryl Hiltz No report. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
The return of two keys is still pending 
Drafts of wedding and funeral materi-

als and fees were reviewed.  They 
will be presented for approval at 
the next session meeting. 

 
Next Meeting: July 20, 2021 at 1:00 

pm. in the fellowship hall.  Chip 
will moderate.  

MSP and approved to adjourn with 
prayer led by Pastor Chip at 2:03 
pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
       

    
___________________ 
Mary Hayes, Clerk of Session 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

 
 
 

  
 
 

1 2 3 

4 
 
Chip  
Communion 
Fellowship 

5 

 
6 7 

 
 
 

8 9 10 

11 
Chip 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
5:30-Supper 
        Club 

16 17 
 

18  
Chip 
Fellowship 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
1pm-Session 
Meeting 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 24 
 

25 
Bill Beyer 
 

26 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

29 30 31 

       

  Sundays 
  10:00 am 
   Worship                  

11:00am 
   Fellowship 

 

Chip 
Com-
munion 
Fellow-
ship 


