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Chip’s  
Chatter 

As I write this article, we are about to turn the 
page on the calendar to begin a new year.  My 
question is this:  How will we remember 2020? 
 
It has been suggested 2020 will go down as a 
year comparable to the 1929 financial collapse 
and the start of the depression in the United 
States.  Unemployment, homelessness, de-
pression and anxiety filled the air.  Sound fa-
miliar?  During our Christmas Eve message, 
we mentioned Jesus was born into a similar 
time and situation.  At the time of Jesus’ birth, 
like 1929, and like 2020, there existed oppres-
sion, discouragement, anxiety, unemployment, 
disappointment, prophetic frustration and many 
other pressures on the people.  What we can 
say is periods like 2020 have come and gone 
throughout history.  2020 is a bit more per-
sonal for us as we are living through it.  Within 
the last few months we have seen political cor-
ruption, the loss of trust in our cherished elec-
tion process, a judicial system run amuck as it 
creates a two tiered justice system; one for the 
political class and another for the rest of us. 
And we have seen the government force 
changes into how we worship. 
 
In a previous profession, we would often say, 
rather sarcastically, “I’ve had about all the ‘fun’ 
I can stand.”  When things were going wrong, 
when poor decisions were being made, and 
things were not going as planned, this sarcas-
tic remark seemed to sum it all up.  In fact, we 
even would refer to a “fun meter” gauge/

instrument. We would often describe the 
level of “fun” we were having by what was 
indicated on our “fun meter.”  When the 
gauge went to “full scale” we would say our 
“fun meter was ‘pegged’!”Meaning, it can’t 
get much worse than this! 
Well, my “fun meter for 2020” has been 
“pegged” on and off for most of the last 3 
months. 
 
So again, I ask:  “How will you remember 

2020?”  When asking a question such as 

this, it is always a good idea to consult scrip-

ture.  One of my favorite books in the New 

Testament is Philippians.  It is short and was 

written by Paul. Paul was under house ar-

rest at the time but was still allowed to share 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. No “church ser-

vices” for him. One of the purposes of his 

letter to the church at Philippi was to encour-

age the Philippians to stand firm in the face 

of persecution and rejoice regardless of the 

circumstances.  Another purpose was to 

urge them, in the strongest terms, to be 

humble and maintain unity.  Read what Paul 

wrote in approximately 61 AD: 
 

Philippians 4:4-9  (NRSV) 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentle-
ness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by  
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the small joys in life.  Take time to write them 
down. Some people have a journal.  Some jour-
nal at hard times in their lives.  Others, make a 
habit of it every day.  The advantage is this:  
You can look back in time periodically.  We all 
need time to look back and see what God has 
been doing not only in our lives, but in the lives 
of those around us.  When you feel depressed, 
read what you have written. Those small joys 
you have recorded will change your mood 
quickly.   Then, re-read Philippians in its en-
tirety.   

Finally, we will have the assurance Paul gives 
us in Phil 4:19: “And my God will meet all 
your needs according to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus.”Yes, 2020 had my “fun meter 
pegged” on more than one occasion, but we 
have new found and renewed hope. Hope 
found only in scripture and our faith in Jesus 
Christ, to help us through 2021. And, the hope 
we share in worship. 

Pastor Chip 

prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.8 Finally, be-
loved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excel-
lence and if there is anything worthy 
of praise, think about these 
things. 9 Keep on doing the things that 
you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you. 

Verses 8 & 9 have important application for us 
today.  We need to focus on some things that 
brought us joy in 2020, however slight.  For ex-
ample, our church experienced the wedding of 
our two newest members.  While it was a private 
ceremony due to the pandemic, it brought joy to 
our membership just knowing is was happening.  
Many of us experienced the birth of another child 
or grandchild.  Joy.  Some of us found time to do 
things we have long since put on the “back 
burner.” Joy.   While some of these are small in 
comparison, they did bring us joy, if only for a 
few minutes.  Paul’s advice to the Philippians is 
as timely today as it was in 61 AD.  Good advice 
on how to handle our memory of 2020. 

Paul understood the influence of one’s thoughts 
on one’s life.  What we allow to occupy our 
minds will sooner or later determine our speech 
and action.  The peace of God is not merely a 
psychological issue but rather a peaceful state of 
those who know they are forgiven through the 
saving work of Jesus Christ.  This peace is the 
opposite of anxiety in which we find ourselves 
today.  There is peace and tranquility which 
overcomes us when we release all our cares to 
God in prayer and stop worrying about them. 
God has been, is, and will be in total control.  
And, as we have remembered during Advent, 
there will be a Second Coming of Jesus. 

As the New Year starts, let’s take time to note  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT—Month Ending 11-30-20 

Monthly requirement to meet our budget  $10,705.00  

           Total Income  $ 5,539.33 
           Total Expenses     $ 5,539.33  
  Net Income         $   -0- 

 

Thank you for supporting our church 

From the Church Office 

Sunday Worship Attendance  
Report  
  
No church service in  
December. 
 

                              
5 Milo Mostad 

8 Jan Kuleta 

17 Tia Langhout 

18 Wanda Burke 

23 Brenda Miller 
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Evergreen Youth & Family Services is a private, non-profit youth and family ser-
vice provider.  In the past 40 years, Evergreen has developed a safety net of 
services to strengthen youth, preserve families, and help support successful 
transitions to adulthood.  Evergreen's services are primarily provided through 
two program sites based in Bemidji, MN. 
 

Every year, 2500 children, youth, and young families come to Evergreen for 
emergency food and shelter, mentoring, independent living skills training, counsel-
ing, pregnancy prevention, transitional housing and community suicide prevention.  
 

Youth and families of all backgrounds and walks of life are welcome. Approxi-
mately 60% of the youth they serve each year are Native American or mixed 
race, 30% are Caucasian, and 10% are African-American, Asian, Hispanic, or 
mixed race.  
 

How Your Support Can Help Youth - 
$50 donation can provide 10 hygiene bags 
$100 donation can provide 10 food bags 
$180 donation can provide one night at the youth shelter 
$200 donation can provide 10 baby care bags 
 

Your gift to Evergreen helps support food, shelter, transitional housing, clothing, 
youth and family counseling and other services that can interrupt the cycle of 
homelessness.  Please consider giving to this 4th Sunday benevolence. 
 

https://www.evergreenyfs.org/ 
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First Presbyterian Church                                        

     
Bemidji, MN 
December 15, 2020 
 

The monthly stated meeting of the ses-
sion of First Presbyterian Church was 
held in the church fellowship hall on 
December 15 at 1:00 pm.   The meeting 
was opened prayer by Moderator Pas-
tor Chip Holt.  

 
ELDERS PRESENT CONSTITUTING A 

QUORUM:  Palmer Berg,Linnea Mo-
stad, Libby Underhill, Cheryl Hiltz 

ELDERS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: Gloria 
Phelps, Donna Dickinson 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Clerk of Session 
Mary Hayes, Joan Forbes 

 
QUORUM DECLARED 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDAMSP to adopt 

the agenda. 
 
MEETING MINUTES The minutes from 

the October session meeting were 
approved. 

   
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
CLERK’S REPORT was reviewed. 
First Presbyterian Church, Bemidji, MN, 

Clerk’s Report   December 15, 2020 
Weddings none 

Baptisms: none 
Deaths: Joseph Paul Forbes  

March 7,1938 – November 19, 
2020. Service is planned for 
spring of 2021. 

Return to Active Membership: 

none 
Request Transfer of Member-

ship: Nell Cash, former ac-
tive member 

Removed from Membership 
Roll: None 

Communion: November 1 – 28 
served.  Servers: Cheryl 
Hiltz and Gloria Phelps  

 Membership as of December 15, 
 2020 = 69 
Sunday Worship Attendance   Oct. 

25 -26,  Nov. 1-28,  No Worship 
held Nov. 8, 15 ,22, 29, Dec 6, 13 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT Finances from 

September and October re-
viewed.  

   
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration/Personnel Chairper-

son: Donna Dickinson No report 
Buildings & Grounds Chairperson: 

Palmer Berg Roof repair was 
done. 

Finance & Stewardship Chairperson: 
Cheryl Hiltz Pledges for 2021 are 
coming in but more are needed to 
meet basic expenses. 

Adult & Christian Education Chair-
person: Linnea Mostad No report. 

Outreach Chairperson: Libby Under-
hill Our church is doing one Tub 
of Love. 

Worship & Music Chairperson: Gloria 
Phelps No report 

Computer Chairperson: Cheryl Hiltz-
Midland software is being exam-
ined for cost saving and function. 

Kitchen Session Contact Person: 
Cheryl Hiltz  No report. 
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SUPPER CLUB 
 

Supper club will begin again when the 
restaurants open. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
With the passing of Joe Forbes, a new 

person in charge of the Aldrich Fund 
is needed.  MSP to approve Bob Nay-
lor as Aldrich Fund supervisor.  A 
second person will be found so two 
people can access the fund. 

Peter and Laurie Nordquist requested to 
become Affiliate Members.  MSP to 
receive them as Affiliate Members 
upon receipt of their church’s letter. 

Due to Covid concerns, MSP to maintain 
closed-for-worship status and con-
tinue the use of video recordings.  
Review this decision at the next ses-
sion meeting. 

Taping of video services is done on 
Thursday mornings.  People are en-
couraged to attend the tapings. 

Due to Covid concerns, handling of the 
January Annual Meeting of the Con-
gregation will be looked into. 

 
Next Meeting: January 19 at 1:00 pm. In 

the fellowship hall.  Chip will moder-
ate.  

 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer 

led by Pastor Chip at 2:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

        
___________________ 
Mary Hayes, Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Study 

New Church Office Hours 

              Tues, Wed and Thurs:  

               10:00am  to  2:00pm 

Bible Study will begin again as soon as 
we are able to meet again.  In the mean-
time listen and watch the recordings 
each week for any special announce-
ments. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
     1 2 

 

3 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
Scouts not 
Meeting due 
To Covid 

5 6 
 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

7 8 9 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
Scouts not 
Meeting due 
To Covid 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

14 
 
 
 
5:30 Supper 
Club  
 

15 16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
Scouts not 
Meeting due 
To Covid 

19 
 
 
1 pm Session 
Mtg 

20 
 
 
Calvary Chapel 
6:30 

21 22 
 

23 

24 
 

25 
 
Scouts not 
Meeting due 
To Covid 

26 27 28 29 30 

31       

  Sundays 

  10:00 Worship                  
Service 

   

 


